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THE 

EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 



I. 

FROM NATURE. 

By common consent the book called the 
Principia by Sir Isaac Newton is acknow- 
ledged to be one of the greatest productions 
of the human mind. At the end of that im- 
mortal work, after establishing the principles 
of mathematical astronomy and applying them 
to the elucidation of the motions of celestial 
bodies, Newton concludes with a Scholium or 
Appendix in which he declares his conviction 
that "the whole diversity of natural things 
can have arisen from nothing but the ideas 
and the will of one necessarily existing Being 
who is always and everywhere God, Supreme, 
Infinite, Omnipotent, Omniscient, and abso- 
lutely perfect." * 

♦ Quoted fix)m the Gifford Lectures, 1896-1898, vol. i., 
p. 3, by Dr. James Ward : " Naturalism and Agnosticism.'' 
Dr. Ward gives the general sense of Newton's words. The 
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Digitized byCjOOQlC 



4 THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 

One century later, another great mathe- 
matician, Laplace, published a treatise, en- 
titled " La M6canique Celeste," in which, 
starting from Newton's doctrine of universal 
gravitation, he applied mathematical analysis 
of a powerful kind to unravel and ^plain 
the more complicated motions of the heavenly 
bodies, and in particular those of the solar 
system. The story runs, that on one occa- 
sion the author came to present a copy of 
this book to the Emperor Napoleon L, and 

exact phrases used in the Principia^ omitting a few inter- 
connecting sentences, are as follows : — 

^This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and 
comets could only proceed from the counsel and dominion 
of an intelligent and powerful Being. , . . This Being governs 
all things not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all, 
and on account of his dominion He is wont to be called 
Lord God or Universal Ruler. . . . The Supreme God is a 
Being eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect ; but a being how- 
ever perfect without dominion cannot be said to be Lord 
Gk)d. . . . From his true dominion it follows that the true 
God is a living, intelligent, and powerful Being, and from 
His other perfections, that He is supreme or most perfect. 
He is eternal and infinite, omnipotent and omniscient; that is. 
His duration reaches from eternity to eternity ; His presence 
from infinity to infinity ; He governs all things and knows 
all things that are or can be done. ... All that diversity of 
natural things which we find suited to different times and 
places could arise from nothing but the ideas and will of a 
Being necessarily existing. . . . And this much concerning 
God ; to discourse of whom from the appearances of things 
does certainly belong to Natural Philosophy." — Extract 
from the Schohum to Book IIL of "The Mathematical 
Principles of Natural Philosophy," by Sir Isaac Newton. 
1686. From the English translation by Andrew Motte. 
London. 18 19. 
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FROM NATURE. 5 

the latter, taking it into his hand, said, " M. 
Laplace, they tell me you have written this 
great book on the system of the universe, 
and in it you have not once mentioned the 
name of its Creator/' Laplace is asserted to 
have replied, ** Sire, I had no need of any 
such hypothesis." * 

These words of Laplace, if the anecdote 
be true, admit of various interpretations. 
He may have desired to convey the opinion 
that the book in question, being a purely 
scientific work, was not concerned at all with 
final causes; or they may have been an 
expression of his idea that such final causes 
were quite beyond the reach of scientific 
knowledge, an attitude of mind which we 
should at present call Agnostic; or, lastly, 
they can be considered as the utterance of 
his conviction that no introduction of the 
notion of a Creator was necessary in connec- 
tion with the study of Nature. 

We find, however, Newton, as the result 
of a lifetime of research into the laws and 
structure of the material universe, reverently 
acknowledging the vast fabric of Nature as 
the handiwork of one omnipresent Deity, 
Who is the Maker and Sustainer of it all ; 
whilst, on the other hand, Laplace seems to 

♦ See "A Short History of Mathematics," by W. W. R. 
BaU, p. 388. 1888 
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6 THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 

have seen in his profound studies of the 
same universe no strong evidence for the 
existence of an Intelligent Creator, and no 
need to make any such supposition. Count- 
less numbers of those who have followed 
Newton and Laplace as investigators of 
various portions of the visible and tangible 
universe of things have openly or secretly 
followed them also in these diverse opinions 
on the subject of its authorship and origin. 

This question is one of supreme interest, 
and of the highest practical and personal 
importance. Every thinking man and woman 
should examine this matter, as far as possible, 
independently for themselves ; should review 
carefully the evidence and arguments that 
have been advanced in support of these 
opposing opinions, and endeavour to place 
the issues clearly before the mind. 

Assuredly there is no topic which can be 
made the subject of thought which is at once 
so profound and so interesting as the con- 
sideration of this sublime question of the 
origin of all things. 

Mankind as a whole has wrestled with it 
throughout the span of its intellectual history. 
The most powerful minds have grappled with 
it, the most saintly have had insights into it, 
the most humble have possessed irrefutable 
convictions upon it, and have acted up to 
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FROM NATURE. ^ 

the monitions of conscience in regard to it 
Whilst it remains for ever true that no man 
"by searching can find out God/' or "find 
out the Almighty unto perfection *' (Job xi. 
7, 8), yet unquestionably it is the fool who 
has '*said in his heart/' if not with his lips, 
" there is no God/' when he has never 
attempted to come to close quarters with the 
evidence, persuasions, indications, cumulative 
proofs or demonstrations that lie without us 
and within us, speaking now in faintest 
whispers or anon in thunder tones, and bear- 
ing witness to the fact that " He that built 
all things is God " (Heb. iii. 4). 

It is not to be supposed for a moment that 
a question which has created vast literatures 
can be adequately discussed in one short, 
imperfect attempt to indicate its outlines. 
But just as each age has to recast funda- 
mental truths into its own forms of thought, 
so each individual must for himself face the 
task of clarifying his ideas by examining 
their foundation if he desires to build up 
convictions on an ascertained basis. 

The present age is one in which the attack 
on religious belief and revealed religion is 
not concerned with details only, but with 
fundamental conceptions; and it is round 
these last positions that the battle is being 
fought out and the victory lost or won. It 
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8 THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 

is, therefore, the undoubted duty of every 
serious thinker to criticize for himself the 
chief facts on which all religious faith un- 
questionably rests. If these are undermined, 
then whatever may be the superstructure, all 
will go down; whereas, if the foundation 
courses are secure, then on them may be 
erected a structure which will stand because 
it is established on the Rock of Truth. 

We desire, therefore, to collect together, 
and briefly review, some of the main argu- 
ments which support the conviction expressed 
by Newton, and invalidate the opinion that 
we have no need for the hypothesis of a 
Living and Creating God. This, however, 
involves some preliminary clearing of the 
ground. We have to place the issues and 
object of discussion before us without vague- 
ness or obscurity. 

Broadly speaking, there are three divisions 
into which we may cast all that has been said 
or written on this great subject, excluding, 
ancient polytheistic systems, and including 
only the range of modern thought. We 
have, first, the purely negative or atheistic 
attitude which denies the existence of any 
intelligent, self-conscious, self-determined 
Personal Agency, as the cause, origin, and 
foundation of the visible and invisible universe 
of things. We have, in the next place, the 
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FROM NATURE. 9 

agnostic position, which, whilst not denying 
the possibility or even necessity for some 
First Cause, relegates it to the category of the 
unknowable or impersonal, and declares that 
the investigation of the universe, as far as 
accessible to the faculties of man scientifically 
trained, affords no indications that the belief 
in a Personal God is warranted, and calls 
upon us to make no such supposition. 

Lastly, we have the theistic idea expressed 
in the terms of Newton's creed, or in the 
strong, clear words of the opening sentence 
of the Book of Genesis, ** In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth/' The 
definite expression of the belief that the 
visible and invisible universe of things is not 
self-caused, not without beginning, but is 
the direct production of the mind of a Creator 
Who is the Final Cause of all things, by 
whom "all things were made," "and without 
Him was not anything made that was made " 
(John i. 3)» . , 

Let us briefly examine each of these posi- 
tions in turn. It is not necessary to combat 
at the present moment that variety of atheistic 
opinion, which has its origin more in ignorance 
or self-assertion than in philosophic doubt. 
We consider only the thoughtful and no doubt 
sincere expression of it, which asserts that 
the modern progress of scientific knowledge 
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has left no room for the conception of a 
Creative God, that the notion of Causation is, 
in fact, unnecessary, but that the continuous 
operation of unconscious physical agencies 
throughout all infinite past time summarized 
in the term evolution, has produced the 
universe in which we now live and move, 
and comprises all that we can know of it. 

This contention may be met by an argu- 
ment that is drawn from an equally wide 
contemplation of the operations of the ex- 
ternal world. 

The postulate which lies at the root of all 
our scientific study of Nature is a conviction 
of its intelligibility. In other words, we study 
Nature because we have a profound belief 
that we shall come to understand its processes 
and structure if we do so study it We 
engage in astronomical research because we 
are convinced that we can unravel the mean- 
ing of the spectacle of the heavens. We 
pursue geology, botany, zoology, chemistry, 
and physics from a deep-seated conviction 
that the phenomena with which they are 
concerned are intelligible, and that we can 
penetrate behind the surface of things and 
discover a meaning, a mechanism, and a 
purpose in the facts of observation and 
research. As a reward for this patient ex- 
ploration, we have accumulated vast stores 
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FROM NATURE. II 

of real knowledge. Our science as a whole 
is a real science, and not a sham science. 
Nature is intelligible, and study of it is re- 
warded by true knowledge. Now what 
does this imply ? It involves, as a con- 
sequence, that what is intelligible must have 
been produced by intelligence. 

Archaeologists have been able to perform 
wonders in unravelling ancient literatures 
and languages, all clues to the interpretation 
of these being at the outset wanting. The 
most remarkable instance of this has been 
the interpretation of the Assyrian cuneiform 
writing and of the Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
In these inscriptions, on clay and stone 
tablets, historians were placed, so to speak, 
in the presence of a cypher of which the 
key had been lost. But by the guesses of 
genius, and by the patient application of the 
scientific method, these symbols were gradu- 
ally interpreted, and a hidden literature and 
history revealed. The story of a bygone 
civilization was thus laid open. What was 
it that rendered this achievement possible } 
Was it not because these marks and lines 
and pictures or carved symbols were the 
product of human intelligence, and therefore 
could be interpreted by such intelligence ? 

Suppose, however, that these marks and 
signs had been the result of the actions of 
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some unintelligent beings, say a race of apes, 
no intelligence on our part could have assigned 
to them any meaning. If they had not been 
the product of intelligence they could not 
have been interpretable by intelligence. 

The cleverest cypher ever made by man 
can be deciphered by man, given sufficient 
time and patience on the part of the de- 
cipherer ; but no human intellect can attach 
any meaning to the marks made with a pencil 
by a monkey or an imbecile on a piece of 
paper. 

It is impossible for us as human beings to 
deny our possession of thinking faculty. The 
firmest ground in which Descartes could place 
his feet in searching for the foundations of a 
philosophy was the axiom Cogito ergo sum. 
No man can deny his thinking power. We 
are thinking beings, and we are intelligent 
agents. If, therefore, Nature as a whole or 
in part is intelligible to us, it can only be 
because it is- the product of intelligence. 

We may ask, however. What do we mean 
by saying that the universe is intelligible.'* 
As regards our own human workmanship, 
intelligence is exhibited in all work in which 
there are parts which bear an ordered relation 
to each other, and in which the whole is 
something more than the mere sum of the 
individual parts. In one sense, a picture or 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



FROM NATURE. 1 3 

a Stained-glass window is merely a collection 
of little patches of opaque or transparent 
colour. But step back and view it as a 
whole, and we see that these patches are 
so put together that the whole collection has 
a meaning and a value which is more than 
that of a disorderly arranged number of such 
patches, and it is this order which gives 
evidence of the intelligence underlying it. 

Or, look again at some piece of ingenious 
machinery. In detail it is nothing but a 
collection of pieces of iron and brass, but 
collectively it possesses quite other powers ; 
it manipulates material if it is a loom, turns 
out screws or wheels if it is a lathe, or even 
performs wonders of arithmetic if it is a 
calculating engine. 

Placed in front of any one of these pro- 
ductions, we declare unhesitatingly that they 
are the results of intelligence, since we know 
that the idea or conception of this arrange- 
ment of parts must have originated in a mind 
before it could be translated into a material 
form, for the simple reason that the whole 
thing exhibits quahties which are qualities of 
mind, and in that respect alone can it appeal 
to mind. When we speak, therefore, about 
understanding a machine, or appreciating a 
picture, or analyzing a work of literature, we 
invariably mean tracing out the aim and scope 
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of this integration ; in other words, grasping 
the relation of the various parts to each other 
and to the whole. The more subtle, com- 
plex, or perfect the idea embodied, or the 
more simple or effective the means used, the 
more do we insist upon it that mind and 
intelligence underlie its production. 

To follow this out requires the power to 
think, for only a thinker can understand 
thinking. We know that we are each 
thinkers, and that thinking is the operation 
of mind; hence, we detect thought in the 
work of others by detecting in it a similarity 
to that which we should ourselves evolve if 
called upon to produce the same thing or 
effect Accordingly, when I see a machine 
or a picture, I say at once, " Who made it ? " 
and no answer to a question as to its origin 
is sufficient which does not name a thinking 
agent as the originator whose mind con- 
ceived that adaptation of parts to a purpose 
which is obvious in the thing examined. 

The fundamental faculties of the mind are 
those which enable us to detect likeness or 
unlikeness between successive or simultaneous 
perceptions or sensations. Accordingly, in 
tracing out number, symmetry, order, pro- 
portion or connection between the parts of 
any object, we are exercising the intellect, 
and we are also exercising it if we create, in 
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any way, these qualities in the things we can 
manipulate. Hence, if we find these qualities 
in Nature, or that which is not the handiwork 
of man, we may legitimately infer that any- 
thing which intellect recognizes and appre- 
ciates is caused by intellect ; in other words, 
that there is intelligence behind Nature, 
because Nature appeals to our intelligence. 

The pursuit of science is essentially tracing 
out the order in Nature. The mere dis- 
covery of facts is not the highest aim of 
scientific workers. Their chief purpose is 
the discovery of the relation of facts. Hence, 
not so much importance is attached to the 
discovery of a new star or new substance as 
to that of some " law/' as we call it, or con- 
nection between phenomena. 

When Newton surmised that the whole 
of the complicated motions of the members 
of the solar system were consequences of a 
simple *'law" of gravitation, or fixed numerical 
relation between the mass, distance, and force 
of attraction between the particles of these 
bodies, and proved that this assumption was 
valid so far as certain relations of the earh 
and moon were concerned, he made an 
astonishing addition to our knowledge of 
the underlying uniformity in Nature. 

When Mendel6eff and others, reviewing the 
facts of chemistry, arranged all elementary 
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bodies in a scheme of rows and columns, 
according to the atomic weight of the element, 
and enunciated the celebrated "Periodic Law," 
they detected an order and symmetry where 
previously no order had been seen, and made 
a notable scientific discovery. 

When Von Helmholtz, following up the 
ideas of Mayer and Joule, reviewed physical 
phenomena as a whole, noted that the dis- 
appearance of one effect, such as heat, in- 
volved the immediate reappearance in its 
place of another, such as an electric current, 
and formulated the Principle of the Conserva- 
tion or Indestructibility of Energy in precise 
form, he accomplished one of the greatest 
feats of the human mind in unveiling the 
hidden order in the Physical Universe ; and 
when Euler, Hamilton, and other mathema- 
ticians detected amongst the facts of dynamics 
a vast generalization, now called the Principle 
of Least Action, they were able to bring the 
most diverse physical motions within the grasp 
of a single rule. 

Hence, human intellects probing the com- 
plicated phenomena and events in Nature 
detect in them an order, symmetry, numerical 
relation, and definite inter-connection, which, 
when seen in the work of man, is held to be 
a signal proof that intelligence has been 
operative. On what grounds, then, are we to 
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resist the inference, when these same effects 
are seen in the work of Nature as a whole, 
that what mind detects, mind has produced, 
and that an underlying order, which it needs 
intelligence to unravel, is there, only because 
it is the result of intelligence operative in 
creating it ? 

The above argument might be expanded 
indefinitely, but before leaving it we may 
notice one objection which modern investiga- 
tions have been supposed to array against 
it. The " argument from design," as it used 
to be called, has been stated to have been 
killed by the notion that all evolution is the 
result of necessary adaptation to environment, 
and that when we find what we think to be 
design, say in the mechanism of the human 
eye, or a bird's wing, it is merely a phantom 
of the human mind, the supposed adaptation 
being merely due to the fact that no organ 
or being that exists can be out of harmony 
with its surroundings, or it would have long 
ago ceased to exist. But this objection has 
really no validity. It is not to be denied 
that agencies or operations variously de- 
scribed as the *• struggle for existence," " sur- 
vival of the fittest," are, so to speak, the 
tools with which the Creator works any 
more than that the slow progression we call 
evolution is His method; but we contend 
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that the design is shown in the creation of 
the tool, and not in the mere result of its 
operation. When we see an ingenious 
machine, making, say needles or pins, the 
process of manufacture may be purely 
mechanical, and involve no immediate in- 
tellectual guidance; but the "thinking" has 
been done in making the machine which does 
the work. 

The progress of biological science may 
have annihilated the older notions of special 
design, but it has revealed at the same time 
remarkable facts of heredity and cell struc- 
ture, and this has simply transferred the 
difficulty from one place to another. It has 
not injured the general argument that the 
Universe is not merely a thing, it is a thought, 
and thought implies a Thinker. 

Intelligence in us, therefore, finds some- 
thing corresponding to itself in external 
Nature on which it can operate. But in- 
telligence can only respond to intelligence, 
and that which intelligence can produce. 
Hence the intelligibility of Nature is a proof 
that intelligence other than our own is at the 
back of it; in other words, that it is the 
product of mind. 

But, in the next place, when we transfer 
our attention from the universe of things — 
that is, from the inanimate or animate Nature 
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outside of ourselves to the human beings 
which can comprehend it — we see that the 
principal object which attracts our attention 
is not merely the intelligence of the human 
being, but his conduct and relation to others 
of the same class. This conduct is not a 
matter of indifference, but is denominated 
"right" or ''wrong/' "good" or "evil," 
"noble" or "base," and is, so to speak, 
brought to the test of comparison with an 
ideal which can be approached, but never 
surpassed. 

We recognize, not merely an intellectual 
faculty or powers in ourselves and others, but 
a moral faculty and powers, or a power of 
discrimination and evaluation in regard to 
conduct and motive. Great efforts have been 
made to show that this moral sense is merely 
a tribal instinct, and that we esteem certain 
things to be right, because they are, on the 
whole, for the benefit of the community, and 
certain things to be wrong, because they 
are, or may be, injurious to the community, 
even though temporarily advantageous to 
the individual. Great ingenuity has been 
expended in explaining in this manner the 
dictates of conscience and the categorical 
imperative of the moral sense. The evolution 
of this sense in the individual, in nations 
and in the race, and its variations in time 
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and place, have given ample inducements 
to explain it as a product of mental evolution. 
But a closer scrutiny of its manifestations 
shows that the assumed basis is insufficient 
to account for all the phenomena. 

The bare evolutionary theory, taking as 
its operative factors the survival of the 
fittest, or the struggle for existence, cannot 
be applied as a theory to explain anything 
which does not In some immediate way 
result in an advantage of the individual, or 
of one section of the community over the 
rest. It affords a neat and simple explana- 
tion of the development of the fleetness of 
the antelope, or the strength of the lion, but 
it is powerless to explain the instinct for 
martyrdom in the cause of duty, or the 
self-sacrifice of heroism and its intense 
attractiveness to the highest as well as the 
lowest types of mankind. 

When Nelson ran up on his signal halliards 
the flags which spelt out the ever-memorable 
message to his fleet, before the battle of 
Trafalgar, ** England expects every man to 
do his duty," what was it that sent a thrill 
through every breast, from captain to cabin 
boy, and nerved the meanest to heroism and 
the bravest to yet bolder deeds ? Was it 
not because he put his finger upon the 
most powerful instinct of human nature, and 
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touched into action one of the supreme 
motive forces of the human mind? He 
appealed not to self-interest, but to self- 
sacrifice ; not to cupidity, but to duty. 

Now, whence comes this moral sense, this 
instinct of duty, this imperative demand of 
conscience, which may be defied, neglected, 
or fostered, but never wholly killed ? Does 
it not imply the existence of a moral law, 
which in its standard of conduct, and the 
compulsion it exercises, far outpaces and 
surpasses the appeal to mere self-interest 
or self-advancement, not to speak of the 
primal instinct of self-preservation ? 

If, then, the intelligibility of Nature im- 
plies intelligence, not our own, behind 
Nature, and, therefore, the working of an 
intelligent mind, are we not equally justi- 
fied in concluding that this demand for 
morality, which we find in analyzing human 
conduct and action, implies also a moral 
power, which from its exalted nature and 
demands is not merely the result of imper- 
fect human thought or limited experience, 
but which stands outside of it, and sets a 
standard and calls for a correspondence in 
the human will ? Immanuel Kant declared 
that the sight of the star-spangled midnight 
sky, *' thick inlaid with patines of bright gold," 
and the introspect on the moral law within 
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the human breast, overwhelmed his mind 
with awe. In that opinion he clearly ex- 
hibited his feeling that not only was there 
an intelligence, but also a will behind Nature 
and above human nature, guiding and con- 
trolling both. 

But if intelligence, such as we see in 
Nature, must imply an omniscient mind, the 
majesty of the moral law reveals also a super- 
human will. Moreover, as thought implies 
a thinker, so will implies a personality ; and 
we cannot separate the one from the other. 
When, therefore, we look with all the insight 
of the modern scientific method on the un- 
fathomable abyss of stellar space, in which 
float the infinite galaxies of stars and suns, 
and trace in the suggestive forms of nebulae 
the process of creation still at work, we 
detect also moving behind these stars the dim 
outlines of a Supreme Thinker, whose intelli- 
gence is manifested by that which calls forth 
our own intelligence in the attempt to unravel 
the mysteries of the things that lie around. 

But, again, when we explore the springs of 
human conduct and examine the records of 
history and the working of conscience in the 
human mind, we find ourselves in the pre- 
sence of a law of conduct, not less majestic 
than the material creation, which announces 
the will of a Holy Person. 
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This moral law reveals itself in different 
degrees to various races, persons, and 
nations. Just as the intelligence behind 
nature does not force itself on the notice 
of the unthoughtful or uneducated, but 
must be sought for by the student and 
philosopher, so the presence of this moral 
law is not clearly evident to the frivolous or 
base, but reveals itself only to the seeker 
and the saint Its fuller manifestation comes 
to us from a close study of those sacred 
writings we call the Bible, which reveal 
the inner history of certain races and 
selected individuals, and the workings of 
certain inspired minds. The highest reve- 
lation of all arises from a submissive con- 
templation of the character and works of 
Jesus Christ, in whom "dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. ii. 9), 
and Who is the complete expression in Him- 
self of the majesty and authority of that 
moral law. 

But if the intelligibility of Nature is a power- 
ful argument for the existence of a supreme 
intelligence behind Nature, and the homage 
we are compelled to pay to the moral law an 
indication of a Holy Will above human minds, 
another argument for the existence of a 
Controlling Power supreme over human 
destiny may be drawn from that instinct in 
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the human mind, which expresses itself in 
the conviction of a survival after death and 
of future retribution and reward. 

Bishop Butler, in one of his well-known 
"Sermons on Human Nature," declares that 
*' conscience, unless forcibly stopped, magis- 
terially exerts itself, and aJways goes on to 
anticipate a higher and more effectual sentence 
which shall hereafter second and confirm its 
own."* 

Mr. lUingworth, in his eloquent Bampton 
Lectures on "Personality, Human and 
Divine *' (p. 30), says : — 

" Historically, then, man has always be- 
lieved himself to be a spiritual being. Here 
and there, at intervals, the belief has been 
reasoned out of him. But there is no 
question that it represents his normal con- 
viction. It is stereotyped under one form 
or another in every language ; it is assumed 
in his earliest literature, and it is implied in 
the burial customs of even the palaeolithic 
age. Here, then, is a solid fact scientifically 
ascertained. Man believes himself to be 
spiritual." 

When we look back along the vista of 
human history, and note what a large place 
in the attention of mankind has always been 

• See Joseph Cook's Boston Monday Lectures : ** Biology 
and Transcendentalism,'' p. 98. 
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given to eschatology, to burial customs, to 
the ritual of death, to the embalment of 
the body, to the construction of the tomb, 
and the reverence paid to the departed, 
can we fail to ask, to what does all this 
correspond ? 

Is it simply an instinct or a hope to which 
there is no correlative reality ? We seem to 
be so made that we are vaguely conscious of 
something ** behind the veil,'* and it is from 
this feeling that the beginnings of religion 
arise. If the human being terminates abso- 
lutely all conscious and personal existence in 
the act of physical death, then this instinct 
is a delusion, a mere phantom of the mind. 
Whence, then, does it come, and, if untrue, 
how has evolution produced an idea so 
out of correspondence with facts ? If this 
conception of survival after death is a mere 
self-deception, then how shall we account for 
the hold it has secured on the mind of man, 
and the heroic qualities and deeds to which 
it has given birth ? 

Tennyson (" In Memoriam," Ivi.) has 
given expression to this inquiry in words 
of perfect form : — 



** Thou makest thine appeal to me : 
I bring to life, I bring to death ; 
The spirit doth but mean the breath ; 
I know no more. And he, shall he. 
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** Man, her last work, who seemed so fair, 
Such splendid purpose in his eyes, 
Who rolled the psalm to wintry skies, 
Who built him fanes of fruitless prayer, 

" Who trusted God was love indeed, 
And love Creation's final law — 
Tho* Nature, red in tooth and claw 
With ravine, shrieked against his creed,— 

" Who loved, who suffered countless ills, 

Who battled for the True, the Just, 

Be blown about the desert dust 

Or sealed within the iron hills ? 

• • • . • • • 

" O life as futile then as frail 1 

O for thy voice to soothe and bless ! 
What hope of answer, or redress ? 
Behind the veil, behind the veil." 

This concept that there is something '* behind 
the veil " is not the possession of a few, or 
limited to recent date. It is not the product 
of education, or the result of the opinions of 
a minority. It is an all but universal posses- 
sion of mankind. Man, therefore, knows 
himself to be a thinker, having powers of 
intellect, and he finds food for thought and 
for the exercise of intellect in the phenomena 
of external Nature. Also, he knows himself 
to be in possession of a will, and therefore an 
active, willing agent; but he cannot escape 
from something within him that approves or 
disapproves of his conduct or action which is 
not of his own making, against which he may 
rebel but which he cannot wholly quench. 
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Lastly, he finds in himself a faculty of 
desire, and this, in its supreme aspect, takes 
the form of desire to continue to exist. He 
cannot contemplate non-existence, he can- 
not easily acquiesce in the idea of ceasing to 
think and ceasing to will. Hence, with the 
appalling fact of physical death before him, he 
bridges it over and makes it the gateway to 
another life. Face to face with actual misery, 
inequality, deprivations, and wrongs in this 
present form of existence, he determines that 
in the future life this will be balanced and 
adjusted. But the admonitions of conscience, 
which, as Butler says, always goes on to 
anticipate a higher and more effectual 
sentence, which shall hereafter give more 
real form to its own silent judgment, speak 
to man of a judgment to come and of a 
weighing and awarding process, which will 
not terminate until the full deniands of that 
moral law, of which conscience is the repre- 
sentative and ambassador, have been met 
in full. 

Accordingly, man finds in his own per- 
sonality a tri-unity of structure. He cannot 
deny his own power of thinking, and the 
phenomena of external Nature are a con- 
tinual challenge to him to exercise this power. 
But, as we have seen, the intelligibility of 
Nature implies an intelligence other than his 
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own behind Nature, and, therefore, the pre- 
sence of a creative mind. Again, man 
investigates his own faculties, and he finds in 
them a power of will which moves to action ; 
but the moment he acts, something within 
him expresses a verdict of right or wrong 
about this action, and introspection reveals 
the outlines of a moral law and an indication 
of a will higher than his own behind human 
conduct A law, however, implies a law- 
giver, and the character of that moral law 
reveals a Holy Person as its author. But 
if the moral law demands of us perfection 
of conduct, then, as Emerson observes, it 
is an obvious corollary that the Author of 
it will give to us time to reach that state of 
perfection ; in other words, will give to us a 
continuity of conscious personal existence in 
which to fulfil it. Nevertheless, He will hold 
us responsible for the opportunities granted. 

When Paul reasoned before the Roman 
Governor at Csesarea of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled. 
Could that appeal have found any response 
in the mind of the callous Roman soldier if 
there had not been a fundamental instinct of 
the soul to correspond with it; and if an 
instinct, then why not a reality in fact ? 

From the earliest to the latest records of 
mankind, we find in immemorial customs 
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expression of this belief that death does not 
end all. We find it coupled also with a 
conviction that this continuity is conditioned 
by a law of retribution and a process of 
judgment and a future experience deter- 
mined by the actions of the past. 

In long years before our era, we find em- 
bodied in the ancient Egyptian " Ritual of 
the Dead," symbolical expression of this 
conviction in detailed form. In the 125th 
chapter of this ancient book, there is a well- 
known picture representing the scene of the 
great assize. Osiris, the lord of the unseen 
world has before him the scales of justice 
and the symbols of power. The heart of 
the deceased man is weighed in the balance, 
presided over by Anubis, and Thoth records 
the result of the scrutiny on his tablets. 
Above sit forty-two gods of the dead, each 
of whom received a confession of the 
deceased, that he had not committed one of 
the forty-two sins which formed the Egyptian 
decalogue.* 

Thus in Egyptian eschatology, as in 
classical mythology and Asiatic religions, we 
find firmly fixed the conception of a judgment 
and an award, and the belief, in some form, 
that the present state is one of probation, 

♦ Cunningham Geikie : " Hours with the Bible from the 
Exile to MaJachi," p. 229. 
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and that man is a spiritual being, free to act, 
but responsible for his actions to a Judge of 
all mankind. 

Hence, man finds in himself not only a 
power of thinking, and a power of acting, 
but a sense of responsibility for the nature of 
his acts. Corresponding to this, his reason- 
ing and moral and spiritual faculties recognize 
an intelligence behind Nature, a moral law, 
supreme over human conduct, and a judgment 
awaiting human life. 

But a loyal attention to the unity of Nature 
and of human nature will compel acceptation 
also of the opinion that this intelligence and 
will and judgment must be united in one, 
and must be the attributes of a Divine 
Personality, who is Creator, Lawgiver, and 
Judge. 

Many, however, may be content to go so 
far as to admit that a mysterious intelligence 
lies behind the facts and operations of Nature, 
that an inscrutable authority attaches to the 
dictates of conscience, and also that the sur- 
vival of the human personality or conscious- 
ness after death, in accordance with an almost 
universal instinct, seems to carry with it, as a 
consequence, some form of retribution or 
reward for the uses made of the opportunities 
of the present life ; but they are not able to 
admit that these facts and instincts point to 
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the existence of a Personal God. The term 
to which objection is taken is that of Person- 
ality. When we analyze this term, we see 
that its fundamental meaning is that of an 
isolated self-consciousness. I know that I 
am a person because I know that I am I, and 
not you. At any one instant the contents 
of my consciousness are not entirely the con- 
tents of your consciousness, and it is the 
continuity and separateness of consciousness 
that marks individuality. 

We have no experience of thought, will, 
and desire, or emotion, which is not in this 
manner coupled with a continuity and isola- 
tion of consciousness. 

If we restrict our outlook to the phenomena 
of external nature and the instincts or intui- 
tions of the human mind, there is always an 
opportunity for the reply that the conception 
of the Deity as Personal, is, however, but a 
projection of the attributes of the human 
mind. 

Man, it is said, sees in a dim but exalted 
manner the qualities of his own consciousness, 
reflected in the phenomena of Nature, and 
is in haste to assume that these imply a kind 
of gigantic human personality behind Nature, 
This, indeed, was the source of polytheistic 
conceptions. When the phenomenaof Nature 
were all mysterious, and scientific knowledge 
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yet unborn, man, regarding the apparent 
spontaneity of movement and the partly 
benevolent, partly malevolent operations in 
Nature, attributed them to the will of unseen 
intelligences, and peopled every sea and river, 
hill and forest with deities, friendly or un- 
friendly to mankind. 

The progress of science has, however, 
shown the unity of Nature by revealing some 
of the vast generalizations which govern its 
operations, and therefore, also, the unity of 
that intelligence which lies behind nature. 
The study of ethics has shown that the 
fundamental principles of the moral law are 
universal in their applications. St Paul 
bases his great argument in the second chapter 
of the Epistle to the Romans, in part upon 
the universality of the dictates of conscience, 
" the law written in their hearts," to which he 
appeals as the judge of all men, and especially 
of those who have not known the more ex- 
plicit law given by commandment 

But it is not to be deoied that the indica- 
tions of the Divine origin of physical and 
moral law, given by the light of that which 
has been called natural theology, are obscured 
by many difficulties, and not conclusive in the 
impressions they make on many minds. If 
it had been otherwise, there would have been 
no need for the greater light of revelation. 
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From the study of the external material 
universe and the examination of the contents 
of the human mind, and also of those in- 
tuitions and faculties which mark off the 
human race from the lower animal races, we 
are able to see only the dim outlines of an 
assurance that the source and origin of all 
things is a mind in the image of which our 
own is formed, although separated from it 
by an infinite distance as regards its powers. 

The insight we have gained into the 
fundamental principles underlying the opera- 
tions of the material universe, into the nature 
of matter, and the relation of matter and 
energy, tend more and more to abolish the 
old dualism between matter and mind or 
spirit, and to move us in the direction of a 
spiritual monism which regards both the laws 
and realities of the external world as the 
thoughts of an Eternal Mind. But the 
evidence from Nature, which we are thus 
able to gather as to the " things not seen " 
is indicative, rather than conclusive. The 
ideas suggested raise more difficulties than 
they disperse. The presence of evil, of 
pain, sin, inequality, and death in the world, 
and all the toils and sorrows of this mortal 
life are problems which natural theology 
cannot touch. 

In its faint light we are powerless to 

c 
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interpret the tragedy of human life or the 
destiny of that vast procession of finite intel- 
ligences which across the stage of this world 
pass from darkness to darkness ; little centres 
of consciousness, which, so to speak, glimmer 
on the dark background of an unconscious 
nature for a few moments, and then vanish 
away. In the twilight of natural religion, 
we can but faintly trust the larger hope and 
say — 

** The wish, that of the living whole, 
No life may fail beyond the grave ; 
Derives it not from what we have, 
The likest God wiUiin the soul ? 
• • • • • 

** I falter, where I firmly trod. 

And falling with my weight of cares 
Upon the gfreat world's altar stairs 
That slope thro' darkness up to God. 

** I stretch lame hands of faith and grope, 
And gather dust and chaff and call 
To what I feel is Lord of all, 
And faintly trust the larger hope." 

** In Memoriam," liv. 

But to those thus sitting in darkness a 
light of revelation has been sent, and its rays 
dissipate the gloom. That revelation has 
come to us in three forms. In the utterances 
of men who spoke and wrote, not entirely in 
the guidance of their own intelligence, but 
as they were moved by the Divine Spirit; 
in the lives of certain men and the history of 
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one chosen race, whose destiny it has been 
to make history in a very special sense ; and 
lastly, and above all, in the Life of One 
Unique Person, who has been acknowledged 
by all subsequent ages to unite a Divine and 
human personality, whose acts and powers 
were the credentials of a sublime authority 
over Nature, whose words carried a supreme 
conviction to the human conscience, and 
whose special mission it was to bring life and 
immortality to light. 

We shall proceed to examine in the next 
place, in brief form, some of the evidences 
which came to us by revelation of the realities 
of the things not seen. 
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II. 

FROM REVELATION. 

There is no fact in history more certain than 
that the collection of sixty or seventy books 
we call the Bible is substantially an ancient 
Hebrew literature due to forty or more 
authors or editors, the production of it 
spread over a period of some sixteen cen- 
turies. We possess these books translated 
into vigorous English idiom, bound up for 
convenience between two covers, and are 
therefore prone to lose sight of their nature 
and origin. The Bible is not a book, how- 
ever ; it is a library — not the product of one 
age or period, but the literature of a race. 
At the present time, thanks to the labours of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and other agencies, the Bible has 
been translated into 370 languages, and 180 
million copies issued from one source alone. 

These translations cover about seven- 
tenths of the world's dialects, leaving about 
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three-tenths still unprovided for. It has, 
however, been translated into all the princi- 
pal European and Asiatic tongues, and every 
great race on the earth's surface has thus 
had access made for it to this wonderful 
collection of Semitic books. That they can 
so be translated, and yet possess an interest 
of universal character is a very striking fact. 
The Bible is the product of a nation which 
inhabited Palestine, a small country, one- 
third part of Syria, having an area of about 
one-sixth that of England, or say, less in 
size than Wales. The Hebrews were not a 
colonizing people, nor had they wide sym- 
pathies. They were exclusive, self-contained, 
and intensely national. They developed no 
special aptitude for the constructive arts and 
sciences. They erected no great monuments 
of brick or stone,* but this monumental sacred 
literature, called the Bible, has been their 
imperishable contribution to the thought of 
the world. 

The Assyrian, Babylonian, Greek, and 
Roman Empires have all made indelible 
marks by their literatures on the page of 
history and human thought. In the mounds 
of Mosul, Khorsabad, Kasr, and Borsippa 
in the valley of Mesoptamia, Botta, and 

* The temples both of Solomon and Herod were not 
home-bom. 
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Layard, made their excavations sixty years 
ago, and unearthed the remains of Nineveh 
and Babylon. In the ruins of the Royal 
Library of Nineveh, in the countless clay 
tablets, inscribed in cuneiform character, 
found by Layard and George Smith, and by 
more recent explorers, archaeologists have 
been enabled to reopen the book of the past 
and read the history, science, the national 
archives and commercial documents of an 
imperial Chaldean race which began its ex- 
istence more than sixty centuries ago. In 
much more recent manuscripts we have the 
records of Greek and Roman literary activity, 
and the priceless productions of the poets 
and thinkers of the classic age. 

If, however, we cast together these 
national literatures, the Greek philosophy 
and poetry, the Roman history and poetry, 
the fragments that remain to us of Baby- 
lonian and earlier literatures, the classical 
productions of Asiatic races, or even 
modem literatures, we find an astonishing 
difference between these, taken as a whole, 
and that unique, homogeneous, and isolated 
Hebrew literature which collectively we call 
the Bible. This difference is not merely 
in the subject matter or style, but it is 
essentially in the unity, the moral power, 
and the final aim of the Hebrew books. 
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Looked at simply from a literary stand- 
point, the Bible presents us with a wonderful 
collection of dramatic, poetical, biographical, 
and historical treatises, which possess a 
singular authority and force. There is a 
terseness and freedom from redundancy or 
triviality, which is in remarkable contrast 
with much that is prized in other national 
literary productions. 

It is, however, when w^ come to look 
below the surface that we are struck at once 
with the idea that this Hebrew literature, 
though due to men, is not wholly made by 
man; and that there is something behind 
it — 2L controlling power and intelligence, 
which appeals to our intelligence and spiritual 
faculties, and especially to all sincere souls, 
anxious to discover truth, and loyal to that 
which they know to be true. In other 
words, just as we are compelled to admit 
that there is a real intelligence behind Nature, 
although mysterious and elusive, so a broad 
outlook on the Bible, as a whole, compels us 
to admit that it is not simply a human pro- 
duction, but that " holy men of old spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost" 
(2 Pet. i. 21). There are several lines of 
thought which lead to this conclusion, which 
may each be briefly followed out. 

In the first place, the Bible presents us 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 

with a literature having a marvellous organic 
unity. The difference between an organism 
and inorganic substance is that in the former 
there are parts which are related to one 
another, and create by their relation a com- 
plete entity, whereas in the latter there is no 
such connection. A crystal may be divided 
into two or many parts, and we thus make 
two or many crystals; but a flower or an 
animal cannot be cut into separate parts, 
and thereby made into several portions of 
equal value. If we cut the flower into two 
parts we destroy it as a flower, because it is 
an organism, and every part has its function 
in making the whole. We have already 
seen that this combination of parts to make 
something which is greater or more important 
than the sum of the parts always implies 
intelligence operating to produce it. The 
painter's palette is covered with blotches of 
paint, but the canvas on which the picture 
is being painted is also covered with little 
patches of paint. What is the difference 
between them.^ Is it not in the fact that 
the patches of paint which make the picture 
are put together in a certain manner, guided 
by intelligence, and have, therefore, a value 
and a meaning as a whole, which is absent 
in the mere chance combination on the 
painter's palette ? 
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Now with respect to the production of 
the collection of Hebrew books we call 
the Bible, it is unquestionably true that the 
greater number of Hebrew authors and 
editors of these books worked independently ; 
and it is certain that the earlier could not 
have known the later authors, although the 
later authors were, no doubt, familiar with 
much that had been already written by the 
earlier ones. Nevertheless, none of them 
could have foreseen what particular collection 
of these books would ultimately come to be 
associated together, when the canon was 
closed, into a single compact body of writ- 
ings; and none of them were, therefore, in 
a position to adjust that which they wrote 
to agree with the rest of that Hebrew litera- 
ture which had already been created, far less 
to adjust it to that which might happen to 
be written in time to come. 

Each author or editor, therefore, worked 
with an independent mind, and recorded 
these histories, prophecies, narratives or 
messages which he was in a position to pro- 
duce, or which burned within him for utter- 
ance ; and no man knew what would be the 
fate of that which he had placed on record. 
Each worker shaped, as it were, a stone in 
privacy and silence, not knowing how or 
where that stone would be placed in a 
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building. If, however, we find that all these 
stones, when assembled, fit together in a 
marvellous manner, and are evidently parts 
of one complete structure, the conclusion is 
irresistible that a common intelligence must 
have presided over their manufacture, and 
that, though individually worked, there must 
have been behind the workers, a Master Mind 
which related these parts to one another. 

If, then, we step back and view this 
amazing compilation in its entirety, and even 
allow the higher criticism the fullest legiti- 
mate scope for correcting earlier ideas as to 
the authorship and structure of some of its 
component elements, we cannot but see 
that, in the first place, there is an evident 
symmetry about it which is not without 
meaning. Broadly speaking, it is divided 
into two parts ; one, which we call the Old 
Testament, which is predictive, anticipatory, 
and symbolical in general form; and the 
other, which we speak of as the New Testa* 
ment, which is expository and elucidatory 
in character. 

The broad lines of thought in each of 
these portions intersect and culminate in the 
record of one Unique Personality, that of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and all parts of it are 
symmetrically related to Him as the Alpha 
and Omega of it all. 
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If we had taken out of it all the record of 
His works and words, and all the books 
which expound and give meaning to them, 
then the remainder would contain much in- 
teresting history, much inspired poetry, much 
noble ethics, or the records of great deeds, 
but it would be a mere fragment, at best, the 
manifestation of the aspirations and history 
of one amongst many nations of antiquity, 
but destitute of any special power or life. 

At the very threshold of this literature 
we are struck with its close correspondence 
with the human instincts, and the manner 
in which it meets and explains them. 

The opening chapters present us with 
three great ideas cast into dramatic form. 
First, that the visible and invisible worlds 
are the direct handiwork of one Almighty 
and AUwise God, and that man, as part of 
that creation, is gifted with intelligence, and 
intended to glorify his Creator and enjoy 
intercourse with Him. 

Secondly, that in addition to intelligence, 
man has the power of choice and is respon- 
sible for his actions, but is not left without 
the guidance of a law, expressing the Holy 
Will of his Creator. 

Thirdly, that the continuance of his 
existence depends on his obedience and 
subjection to that Holy Will. 
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Many attacks have been made on these 
opening chapters of the Bible with the object 
of showing that they are not in accordance 
with the results of scientific investigations, 
and much has been written in the endeavour 
to reconcile Genesis and geology. 

If, however, the Bible is a God-inspired 
literature in a sense higher than that of 
other works of human genius, we may, with- 
out at this stage venturing any formal defini- 
tion of inspiration, assume that its purposes 
are universal and have reference to humanity 
at large, and not merely to one particular set 
of men. If, then, Genesis had contained a 
strictly accurate account of the evolution of 
the material universe, man included, it might 
have satisfied the intellectual curiosity of 
recent centuries, but it would have utterly 
failed to impress a pre-scientific age. All men 
are moral and spiritual beings, but few are 
intellectual; and if the great moral and 
spiritual lessons had been hidden under 
exact scientific statement or description they 
would not have appealed to humanity as 
a whole, as they do when clothed in dramatic 
form. 

Hence, the truest interpretation of thesd 
chapters, and the best reconciler of difficulties, 
is to view them from the standpoint that they 
are not science, but sublime moral truths. 
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inculcated under a partly symbolic form, 
true in essential fact, but not necessarily 
true in historic order or scientific detail. 
The acceptance of the eternal truths con- 
veyed is not conditioned, however, by ac- 
ceptance also of any literal interpretation of 
the imagery or metaphors under which they 
are imparted. 

When, however, we pass these Old Testa- 
ment stories and biographies in review, the 
most simple reader is impressed with their 
spiritual and typical significance. Taken 
by themselves, the familiar narratives of 
Abram offering up in sacrifice his only son ; 
Joseph betrayed by his brethren, but selected 
as their representative and preserver ; Moses 
giving the law and inaugurating the worship 
of the Israelites ; Joshua leading their armies 
to victory; and David and Solomon ruling 
over their established kingdom, are merely 
oriental narratives having an attraction 
simply as stories from their vivid style. 
Again, when they are compared with the 
biography and teaching of the Central Figure 
of the New Testament, we are confronted 
with an important question. How came the 
actors in these ancient events to portray so 
significantly the functions of the Redeemer 
of Mankind, or how came the authors of 
these stories to give them such allegorical 
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force? The types and antitypes are 
separated by long spaces of time. The Old 
Testament authors or saints had no power, 
merely as men, of looking into the future, 
and yet at all points we are met by this 
marvellous unity and correspondence between 
events and statements by authors separated 
from those events by vast intervals of time. 
The same holds true of the enunciations of 
prophecy. Critical exegesis may endeavour 
to explain away such marvellous passages 
as those in the fiftieth and fifty-third chapters 
of Isaiah — 

** He was oppressed, and He was afHicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth ; He is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so opened He 
not His mouth. He was taken from prison 
and from judgment ... He was cut off out of 
the land of the living : for the transgression 
of my people was He stricken. And He 
made His grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in His death ; because He had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in His 
mouth" (Isa. liii. 7-9). *'I gave My back 
to the smiters and My cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair. I hid not My face 
from the shame and the spitting'* (Isa. 1. 6). 

But no critical skill will avail to get rid of 
the fact that these passages in the so-called 
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Deutero- Isaiah, not only antedated the 
events in the judgment halls of Caiaphas 
and Pilate by many centuries, but have no 
significance or meaning at all unless they 
do apply to them.* If the statements in the 
twenty-second Psalm are merely the utter- 
ances of David or some singer of Israel, by 
what process can the author of it have been 
led to indite the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth verses, and the soldiers of the 
Roman Governor of Jerusalem to fulfil these 
words, with exact precision, a thousand years 
after the words themselves were written — 

''For dogs have compassed me, the as- 
sembly of the wicked have enclosed me : 
they pierced my hands and my feet I may 
tell all my bones : they look and stare upon 
me. They part my garments among them 
and cast lots for my vesture. But be not 
thou far from me, O Lord, O my strength 
haste thee to help me" (Ps. xxii. 16-19). 

Had the authors of the Gospels any power 
to control the events of which they wrote so 
as to make them fit in exactly with these 
prophetic words ? Turn to the fifteenth 
chapter of Mark's Gospel, universally ad- 
mitted to be the oldest of the three synoptic 
gospels, and read — 

* The modem application of this to the people is an in- 
stance of critical ingenuity, but carries no conviction with it. 
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*' And the soldiers led Him away into the 
hall called Praetorium ; and they call together 
the whole band. And they clothed Him 
with purple, and platted a crown of thorns 
and put it about His head, and began to 
salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews! and 
they smote Him on the head with a reed, 
and did spit upon Him, and bowing their 
knees worshipped Him, and when they 
had mocked Him . . . they led Him out to 
crucify Him. . . . And when they had cruci- 
fied Him they parted His garments, casting 
lots upon them, what every man should take. 
And with Him they crucify two thieves 
. . . And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with 
a loud voice, . . . My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?" (Markxv. 16-34). 

Are these things the mere accident of 
literature and history, or are they the most 
astounding verification of prophecy by fact ? 

We are placed in this position. We must 
either play havoc with all the accepted con- 
clusions of criticism as to the dates of these 
events and writings, or assume the actors 
in the world's greatest tragedy were simply 
controlling their actions by the writings of a 
long past age ; or else we have to admit 
that an unseen Hand and Mind has governed 
both the writings of prophecy and the events 
which fulfilled those words. 
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The more the Bible is searched, the more 
profound and wonderful are found to be 
these subtle correspondences between events 
and words separated by great spaces of time 
which are recorded by independent authors. 
They do not lie always on the surface, and 
they are not obvious to those who do not 
approach them with a receptive and willing 
mind ; but they are deeply significant, because 
they point to the fact that this book of books 
has had its evolution controlled by a super- 
vising intelligence. There runs through it 
from end to end a silver thread, linking 
together biography, history, prophecy, and 
psalms in one common structure. The more 
we look into it, the more it appears like a 
living organism. 

That does not imply either literal infallibility 
or the absence of a purely human element 
It is a maxim of biology that nothing which 
lives is alive in every part. Each cell of the 
animal body consists of living matter or 
bioplasm which is alive, and formed matter 
which is dead. In our bodies some parts, 
such as hair and nails, are destitute of sensa- 
tion, and our limbs and organs are not all of 
equal value. An arm may be removed with- 
out loss of life, but not the heart The head 
is more essential than the foot. So it is with 
the structure of the Bible. There are books 
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in it and parts of many books which seem 
destitute of every trace of superhuman 
element, nay, which even do not come up to 
the ethical standard, common to our best 
secular literature. Is it, however, to be 
judged by these limbs and feet.^ By no 
means ! Regard it as a whole. 

Look at its marvellous vitality; at the 
spirit which illuminates its pages, at the 
light it sheds on human nature and human 
destiny ; and as we raise our eyes upwards, 
so to speak, from its feet to its head, we find 
our gaze fascinated by a Divine Radiance 
which shines from its pages ; and our ears by 
a Divine Voice which speaks to us in its 
words, giving hope in sorrow, forgiveness in 
sin, and making known the promise and 
conditions of eternal life. 

In the next place, there is a marked cor- 
respondence between the intelligence which 
lies behind Nature and that which lies 
behind the Bible, indicating a common origin 
and linking them together as proceeding 
from the same source. We have seen that 
the intelligibility to us of the physical uni- 
verse is an indication that it has proceeded 
from intelligence. 

The things in Nature which most early 
attracted the attention of intelligent man 
were the periodic and numerical phenomena 
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evident in it. The most obvious and clearly 
marked of these are the periodic succession 
of day and night, of the seasons, the ebb and 
flow of tides, the phases of the moon, and 
the less obvious, the recurrence of eclipses, 
the movements of the planets and cycles of 
weather. Modern science has continued to 
unravel more obscure periodicities, such as 
the cycles of sun-spots, magnetic storms, 
aurorse, and earthquakes, as well as those 
vaster periods of time marked by terrestrial 
and celestial motions, such as the precession 
of the equinoxes and the soli-lunar cycles. 
In all things we see recurring phenomena, 
in everything a life history, — a rise, maturity 
and decay marks alike the life of an ephemera 
and a man ; the life of a flower or a star ; the 
span of a single human life, or the empires 
which occupy the stage of the world. 

One of the earliest accomplishments, there- 
fore, of rational man was enumeration, in- 
volving counting and a chronology, or system 
of reckoning time. The counting of five 
digits of the hand or ten of both hands, and 
subsequently of the twelve lunations or appear- 
ances of the new or full moon in a cycle of 
the seasons, seems to have been the starting 
point for arithmetic and an almanac. Hence, 
reckoning by twelves and fives or tens, or by 
twelves and sixties, viz. five times twelve. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



52 THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. 

is one of the oldest methods of enumeration. 
The early Turanian races adopted this 
method, and one of their modern representa- 
tives, the Chinese, to this day reckon long 
periods of time by a cycle of sixty (five times 
twelve) years. 

The Chaldean astronomers long since 
divided the sun's annual course into 360 (six 
times sixty) degrees, and marked out its 
annual path through the constellations by 
the twelve signs of the zodiac. Also they 
divided the year into twelve months, and 
made each month consist of thirty (five times 
six) days. But they soon discovered that 
the actual solar year was longer than 360 
days by five whole days, and hence they had 
to add or intercalate an extra month of thirty 
days once in six years to correct the calendar, 
and make the calendar year agree with the 
solar year. They had not, however, the 
means to discover that the solar year is, in 
truth, a fraction more than 365 days. 

Nevertheless, the counting by fives and 
twelves, or fives and sixes (which are half- 
twelves), is a characteristic of the early 
attempts at calendar making and chronology. 
We have a remnant of it in the present day, 
since our circle is divided into 360 degrees, 
and each degree into sixty minutes, and each 
minute into sixty seconds. 
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Now It is clear that all accurate chronology 
and calendar making and the very founda- 
tions of astronomy rest upon a knowledge of 
the true length of the day, the month, and 
the year. 

This, however, only became possible when 
scientific invention had given us the modern 
telescope and chronometer, and thus the 
means of measuring time with great precision. 
Every one now knows that the solar year or 
duration of one complete revolution of the 
earth round the sun is 365 days 5 hours 
48 minutes and 49 seconds. Also that the 
synodic month, or interval of time between 
two new moons is 29 days 12 hours 44 
minutes and 3 seconds. 

Suppose we then ask, How many days are 
there in a year ? How many months in a 
year ? How many days in a month ? The 
answer is, No number exactly. The year is 
nearly 365*2422 days, the month nearly 
29*5306 days, the year nearly 12*368 months, 
and so forth. 

If, for instance, a full moon were to happen 
at midnight on the ist of January, then 
twelve complete lunations or synodic lunar 
months would be completed by about Decem- 
ber 20th following, and the moon would at 
the end of the year be past the full by ten 
days and twenty-one hours. This odd piece 
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or excess by which the solar year exceeds 
twelve complete lunations is called the 
moon's epact, and it is 10*875 days in length. 

It is obvious that these epacts go on 
accumulating. In three complete solar years 
the epacts add up to nearly one month, and 
hence there are about 36 + i = 37 lunations 
in this period of time. 

In nineteen complete solar years there are 
almost exactly 235 lunations or lunar months, 
within 2 hours 4 minutes and 4 seconds. 
Now 235 = (19 X 12) + 7. In other words, 
in the course of nineteen solar years there 
are nineteen lunar years of twelve lunar 
months each, and seven lunar months over, 
making 235 in all. The epacts, therefore, 
add up to seven lunar months in nineteen 
years ; and at the end of that time the sun 
and the moon come round again into nearly 
the same position as that from which they 
started. This period of nineteen years is 
called a lunar cycle, and is named the Metonic 
cycle after the Greek, Meton, who dis- 
covered it. 

A nearly identical period of time is said to 
have been known, under the name Saros, to 
Chaldean astronomers, who made use of it 
to predict eclipses. The discovery of soli- 
lunar cycles has always been esteemed an 
important matter because of their utility in 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



FROM REVELATION. 55 

the construction of an exact calendar. We 
make use at the present day of this nineteen- 
year Metonic cycle in the nineteen golden 
letters and corresponding tables found in 
prayer-books and calendars for determining 
the date of Easter day. 

The nineteen year Metonic cycle is not, 
however, by any means the most exact soli- 
lunar cycle known. In the middle of the 
last century the remarkable discovery was 
made by M. de Cheseaux, a Swiss astronomer, 
that a period of 315 solar years, and also a 
period of 1260 and 2520 solar years are also 
very exact soli-lunar cycles. The 315 year 
cycle is more exact than the Metonic cycle, as 
the sun and moon return to the same posi* 
tions within one hour and forty-eight minutes 
of each other after the lapse of this period. « 

Also M. de Cheseaux discovered that a 
period of 2300 solar years is a similar soli- 
lunar cycle, and that the difference between 
2300 and 1260, viz. 1040 years, is the most 
exact soli-lunar cycle known. 

The writer of these lines has also found 
lately that the difference between 2300 and 
315 years, namely 1985 years, is a soli-lunar 
cycle of remarkable accuracy. Also that 
235 years is also a cycle of a particular kind. 

We see, therefore, that the apparent 
revolutions of the sun and the moon, or the 
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revolution of the earth round the sun, and 
the moon round the earth, may be compared 
with those of the hands of a gigantic celestial 
chronometer. Owing to the fact that there 
is not an exact number of months in a year, 
these ''hands" come round again into the 
same relative positions only after longer or 
shorter spaces of time, and so serve to mark 
off by these coincidences vast periods of 
time available "for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days and years*' (Gen. i. 14). 

The accumulated epacts in these periods 
of time are all nearly exact numbers of days, 
weeks, months, or years, or combinations of 
them. If we find these facts in the book of 
Nature it is reasonable to ask whether any 
corresponding ones occur in the Book of Re- 
velation. If the Author of Nature and the 
Author of Revelation are one and the same, 
may we not expect to find some indication 
that these striking and important soli-lunar 
cycle periods are in some way incorporated 
in the chronology or calendars of the Bible ? 
The answer is that we do find this to be the 
case, and it serves to support the belief that 
the same intelligence has presided over the 
inception of the book of Nature and the 
Book of Books. 

We notice, then, that the Biblical system 
of time division is essentially a septenary 
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system, making especial use of the numbers 
7 and multiples of 7. The number 7 is 
engraved, as it were, very deeply upon Scrip- 
ture chronology and enumeration. This 
number is not one which presents itself 
naturally as a basis for counting. Our five 
or ten digits make a decimal system of 
counting almost an obvious one, and the 
duodecimal system is suggested by the num- 
ber of full moons happening in a year. 

On the other hand, we are met at the very 
outset of the Bible by the institution of a 
seventh day of rest, and a week of seven days. 
A little later we find ordained a Mosaic ritual 
of worship involving seven Feasts of the Lord, 
distributed throughout a sacred period of 
seven lunar months out of the twelve and a 
fraction forming the year (see Lev. xxiii.). 

Again, we have in the same place a 
Divinely ordered seventh year of rest for the 
land, and a jubilee at the end of seven times 
seven years, or forty-nine years, when the 
land was to return to the heirs of its original 
possessors, and all Israelitish slaves were to 
be freed (see Lev. xxv. 8). 

In addition, we have other multiples of 
seven in frequent use. The feast of the 
Passover was appointed for the fourteenth 
(twice seven) day of the first month, and 
followed by seven days of unleavened bread. 
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The exile of Judah, in Babylon, foretold 
by Jeremiah, was appointed for a period of 
seventy years (Jer. xxv. ii). We are com- 
manded to forgive our enemies even to 
seventy times seven. 

The numbers 1260, 1290, 1335, 2300, 
and 2520 are also mentioned in prophetic 
Scriptures under the year-day symbol. All 
through these Hebrew writings, and especially 
in the Books of Daniel and Revelation, we 
have mysterious references to periods of 
time called " days " and " times." 

Space will not allow us to recapitulate the 
arguments of numerous learned expositors 
who have held the view that these " days " 
really stand for solar or lunar years. There 
is an explicit reference to 2300 "days" in 
Daniel (chap. viii. v. 14) by a holy speaker 
(in marginal reference called Palmoni or the 
** Wonderful Numberer ") who declares that 
in 2300 "days" the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed ; and mention is made in numerous 
other passages, for example, in the twelfth 
chapter of the Book of Daniel, ver. 11, 12, 
to periods of time called 1290 and 1335 
** days," and in other places to " seven times " 
or 2520 years. These periods reckoned as 
years are all found to be remarkable soli- 
lunar periods of time. 

The question then arises. Are there any 
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astronomical facts which justify this Biblical 
septenary system and these particular numbers 
in connection with Scriptural statements ? 
We believe that there are; but that the 
exact astronomical knowledge which alone 
reveals this connection had not been acquired 
at the date of production of these writings. 
Let us take the simplest instances first We 
have seen that the attention of mankind 
must have been drawn very early to the 
irregular, but evidently cyclical, movements 
of Ae sun and moon. The earliest attempt 
to make a calendar or chronology involved 
naming the days of the week, and also 
numbering of the days of the month. 

The earliest astronomical observation con- 
sisted, no doubt, in noting the ever-varying 
days of the week and month on which new 
or full moons occurred. Again, the cycle of 
the seasons invited an attempt to ascertain 
the length of the year and its relation to the 
lunation or month. It was not, however, 
until astronomy had made considerable pro- 
gress that the order underlying these solar 
and lunar movements and changes was 
unraveled. It was then discovered that 
there are two important periods of time 
which are hidden away, and only rendered 
evident by long observations. These are the 
lunar and solar cycles. The lunar cycle is 
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a period of nineteen years, after which the 
new moons happen again on the same day 
of the year. The solar cycle is a period of 
twenty-eight years, after which the days of 
the week on which New Year's Day falls 
recur again in the same order and with the 
same symmetry. 

We have also pointed out that a lunation 
or interval between new moon and new 
moon is 29 days 1 2 hours 44 minutes and 
3 seconds. Hence twelve lunations, called a 
lunar year, occupy a time which is ten days 
and twenty-one hours short of a solar yean 

Now in nineteen solar years there are 
nineteen lunar years and seven lunations or 
lunar months over, all but two hours. Hence, 
this lunar cycle of nineteen years indirectly 
establishes the period of seven lunar months, 
which constituted the sacred year of the 
Israelites, and included the Seven Feasts of 
the Lord. The precise information for 
determining this fact was not contained in 
human knowledge at the date when the 
Mosaic ordinances were first laid down. 

Again, if we take a period of time equal 
to 12 lunar cycles, or to 12 times 19 years, 
that is 228 years, we find that in this time 
there are 235 lunar years. In other words, 
the difference between 235 solar years and 
235 lunar years, is 7 solar years, all but 
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I day 2 hours and 1 7 minutes. Hence, here 
again we have a period of seven years, 
identical with that cycle of land culture 
prescribed for the Israelites, indicated by 
latent astronomical facts, concerning a soli- 
lunar cycle. In the third place, a period of 
19 times 28 years, or 532 years, is an impor- 
tant cycle. This number of years, equal to 
the product of the lunar and solar cyclic 
numbers, is an interval after which the new 
moons occur again on the same day of the 
month and the same day of the week. 

If we take three times this period, viz. 
1596 years, we have a great soli-lunar cycle 
in which there are 1645 lunar years and 1596 
solar years, the difference between 1645 solar 
and 1645 lunar years being 49 years all but 
7 days 16 hours and 5 minutes. 

The period of 532 years is called a Dio- 
nysian Period, or Great Paschal Period, 
from its having been employed by Dionysius 
Exiguus to determine Easter Sunday. Hence, 
three such periods indicate astronomically the 
Jubilee period of the Israelites, after which 
land reverted to its former owners and all 
slaves were freed. 

If the question were asked. How came 
these septenary periods, 7 days, 7 months, 
7 years, 49 years, to be incorporated in the 
system of time- reckoning of the Israelites 
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and in their code of regulations for Divine 
worship? the answer might be that the 
number 7 was supposed to have a particu- 
larly sacred character. But we reply, Why 
should the number 7, simply as a numeral, 
be more sacred than the numerals 2, 5, or 9 ? 

When, however, we note that astrono- 
mical facts, not known at that date, and 
concealed from superficial notice, evidently 
indicate these septenary periods by cyclical 
movements of the sun and moon, the sugges- 
tion arises that their selection in Jewish 
ritual was not due so much to mere human 
choice or fancy, as to the inspiration and 
suggertion of a Mind which lies behind both 
Nature and the Book. 

We have not space to do full justice to 
the remarkable coincidence first apparently 
noticed by Mr. H. Grattan Guinness,* that 
the lunar epacts in periods of time named 
in the prophetic Scriptures, such as " 2300 
days," " 1335 days," ** seven times," interpreted 
on the year-day theory, are also septenary in 
character. One or two of these may just be 
noticed. 

The period of time of 2300 solar years 

♦ The reader is referred for further information on this 
point to the interesting and suggestive book, ** The Approach- 
ing End of the Age," by Mr. H. Grattan Guinness. (Hodder 
and Stoughton.) 
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is one in which the lunar epacts add up to 
exactly seventy lunar years and seven lunar 
months. In other words, 2300 solar years 
are equal to 2 3 70 lunar years and seven lunar 
months. The period of time of 2520 solar 
years has an accumulated epact of 75 solar 
years or 77 J lunar years, whilst the epacts in 
1335 years add up to nearly 70 times 7 lunar 
months and 7 weeks. 

These facts are not capable of being dis- 
covered unless the exact length of the year 
and of the month are known. 

We find, however, that everything in 
Nature is by number, weight, and measure, 
and that between apparently arbitrary and 
irregular numerical constants, such as the 
atomic weights and the distances of the solar 
planets, there are curious and exact numerical 
relations. Hence, it is not surprising that 
there should be remarkable periods of time 
resulting from the recurrence of the positions 
of the sun and the moon; but what is 
remarkable is that these periods should be 
related (as above shown) so closely with the 
pre-eminently Biblical number seven^ and that 
the epacts of these periods should be identical 
with important periods of time named in the 
Bible in the prophetic and liturgical books. 
This cannot be a chance coincidence. The 
exact astronomical knowledge which alone 
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reveals this identity did not exist in the time 
of the authors of the Books of Moses, Daniel, 
or John, and could not, therefore, have been 
employed by them with merely deliberate 
human intention to create this numerical 
coincidence. 

If, however, the Spirit which inspired these 
Hebrew writers was the same Spirit which 
" moved upon the face of the waters " (Gen. 
i. 2) and called forth out of darkness both 
light and these light-giving agents, the sun 
and the moon, then we need not marvel that 
this identity should exist, and we may draw 
from it the inference that the same intelli- 
gence which is manifested in works of 
Nature has presided also over the evolution 
of this sacred Book. 

We pass on, then, to notice the second 
special characteristic of these Hebrew writ- 
ings, which lifts them incomparably above 
the mass of other human literature, and 
gives them a pre-eminent place and power. 
This, unquestionably, is the tone of authority 
and certainty in all their utterances, and the 
moral force and power of conviction that 
they so wonderfully possess. 

There is no balancing of arguments in the 
Biblical statements, no summing up the pros 
and cons of the position, no presentation of 
probabilities or suggestions to the reader, to 
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make any inference he pleases from the 
statements and assertions made. In the Old 
Testament we have, at frequent intervals, 
the formula, "Thus saith the Lord." We 
have commandment and injunction, promise 
and threatenings. In the New Testament 
we have innumerable sayings of our Lord 
prefaced by the words, " Verily, verily, I say 
unto you." 

The prophets and apostles hardly ever 
give utterance to their own private opinions, 
and if they do, it is expressly stated. On the 
other hand, they speak often, and indeed 
nearly always, simply as the ambassadors of 
God and of Christ It was this tone of 
supreme authority that so especially im- 
pressed the hearers of Jesus Christ. The 
question so often asked was, ** Whence hath 
this man this authority ? " and the com- 
ment of the Gospel- writers is, "He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes" (Matt. vii. 29). We meet with this 
tone in no other literature. 

Generally speaking, great learning is 
marked by a certain diffidence in stating 
opinion. The shallow man is confident and 
sure, the learned man sees much farther and 
knows how much remains unknown; 

This tone of certainty is, however, ac- 
companied in the Biblical writings by a 

£ 
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corresponding power to produce conviction. 
It has been well said that the best answer to 
any objections or criticisms in detail of parts 
of the Bible is the Bible taken as a whole. 
If you look for difficulties, inconsistencies, 
obscurities, and apparent mistakes, you will 
find them ; but, on the other hand, no one can 
diligently, intelligently, and receptively read 
it as a whole, and remain unconvinced that 
it contains a superhuman element. We can 
no more put our fingers, analytically, on the 
parts that are human and the parts that are 
Divine than we can separate out a living 
organism into sharply marked living and 
non-living parts. Evidence, apologetic, and 
exegesis, have all their respective functions 
in producing conviction ; but when all is done 
something has to be left to a spiritual insight, 
an indefinable instinctive power in the 
human spirit to recognize that which the 
human mind can do, and that which is 
entirely above it. 

We see this most clearly in comparing the 
canonical Gospel accounts of Christ's miracles, 
and those descriptions of the miraculous acts 
of the youthful Jesus found in the apocryphal 
gospels. How paltry and unreal are these 
latter, and what a different " ring " they have 
about them, compared with the calm, simple, 
and unadorned statements of the New 
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Testament writers ! With many readers this 
may not count for a proof; but we must re- 
member that there is much in the way of con- 
viction which comes to us by other avenues 
than those of hard logic. The painter or art 
critic cannot often define precisely how he 
distinguishes an original painting by Titian, 
Correggio, or Raphael from a good copy ; but 
he is perfectly sure and often right in his 
opinion. A diamond merchant recognizes 
a genuine stone by a mere touch, and many 
a true woman will arrive at a correct and 
instantaneous judgment as to the sincerity of 
a man or a woman by an intuition which 
defies masculine analysis. 

In estimating, therefore, the importance to 
be attached to this tone of authority in the 
Bible, we have a right to pay most attention 
to the opinions of those who have been 
attentive and obedient to it. If an artist's 
criticism on a picture is of more value than 
that of an unartistic person, and the opinions 
of a man of science, in scientific matters, than 
those of one ignorant of all science, then 
certainly we have a right, in spiritual matters, 
to give more weight to the convictions of 
saintly men and women whose spiritual per- 
ceptions have been refined by discipline and 
faith, than to the views of those who approach 
them in an antagonistic attitude. Moreover, 
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the testimony of Scripture with regard to 
itself is emphatic on this point Insight 
into truth is there never associated merely 
with intellectual power, but always with 
loyalty to the truth as far as it is known. 

Christ's declaration about his own teaching 
was, **My doctrine is not Mine but His 
that sent Me. If any man will {OeXrj) do 
His will he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
Myself" (John vii. i6, 17, R.V.). 

No one who reads the Greek needs to be 
told that the words '* will do " are not simply 
a future tense, but imply an active exercise of 
the willing power or choice. 

The universal testimony of the willing 
minds of all ages has been that this tone of 
authority in the Bible is that of a Personal 
Voice. In its constant use of the personal 
pronoun there is something peculiar. It is 
authoritative, but not egotistic ; it convinces, 
but does not repel. In all the words of 
the Messiah there was a mingled humility 
and sublime authoritativeness. The testi- 
mony of Officers sent by the Sanhedrim to 
apprehend Him on one occasion was 
" Never man spake like this man " (John 
vii. 45). The testimony of His disciples, 
when asked whether they also would go 
away was, " Lord to whom shall we go ? 
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Thou hast the words of eternal life " (John 
vL 68). 

Furthermore, we may note that its power 
to convince depends upon its exact corre- 
spondence with the deepest instincts of 
human nature. The Bible has been com- 
pared with a key which fits precisely into 
all the wards of the lock of the human 
soul. We have already seen that in the 
light of Nature the mysterious authority 
of conscience implies a will above human 
nature. But conscience coming in con- 
tact with the Bible finds its own vague 
monitions given an express form and an 
exalted authority in the majesty and power 
of the holy law therein revealed. It recog- 
nizes something before which it must bow 
down. Finally, in the commandments of 
Christ, the Sinaitic Law takes a wider sweep 
and a more spiritual expression. ''Think 
not," He says, *' that I am come to destroy 
the law and the prophets : I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil" (Matt. v.). 

No other sacred writings possess the 
peculiar attribute of insistence upon obedience 
to a law of holiness which is so personal in 
its character. The writings of Confucius, 
the Vedas, the Zend-Avesta, and the Koran 
contain much exhortation to a life of virtue 
and self-denial and much noble religious 
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teaching. The Bible alone carries within it 
written in letters of gold, as on Aaron's 
mitre, the majestic commandment, Holiness 
TO THE Lord, 

If this Book, or rather this literature, is 
a purely human production, how are we to 
account for the superhuman intelligence that 
has clearly presided over its production, the 
tone of solemn certainty in its teaching, and 
this kingly authority over the conscience 
and spirits of mankind ? 

In the last place, we note as the one 
paramount characteristic of these Holy writ- 
ings, that they are the only avenue by which 
any certain ray of light reaches us as to the 
conditions and continuity of life in a world 
to come. We have seen that whilst natural 
instincts, and an unquenchable desire prompts 
mankind to feel that physical death may not 
end all, yet no efforts or longings of the 
unaided human mind have been able to pierce 
beyond the veil which shrouds that future life 
in awful mystery. The message of the Bible 
to the human race is above all things to 
make known the certainty of that life and 
the conditions under which alone blessedness 
in it can be secured. In this, however, as in 
its other teachings, the full truth was only 
slowly evolved. We find it but dimly ap- 
prehended in the patriarchal age; taught, 
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but not always clearly understood, in the 
Jewish Dispensation ; revealed, only in the 
full glory, by the teaching of Christ the Son 
of the Living God, whose great mission was 
to bring "Life and immortality to light" 
(2 Tim, i. 10). 

In the truths which it makes known as to 
the relation of that future life to the present 
period of probation, and in the stupendous 
emphasis laid upon the necessity for an 
atonement between man and God as the one 
condition of entrance into a future state of 
blessedness and reward, the whole teaching 
of this inspired literature is inmieasurably 
removed from that of the other great religions 
of mankind. In many of these a future 
state of existence for humanity at large is 
either postulated or implied. 

The trend of much modern opinion, which 
is non-Christian in effect, though Christian 
in its ethical aims and sympathies, is to seek 
for evidence of natural immortality in man 
through the avenues of psychical research. 
But although the Bible meets the highest 
aspirations of the human spirit in this re- 
spect, it does not do so in a manner which 
ministers to human pride or self-complacency 
or which indicates for its methods a purely 
human origin. Its history, its biography, 
the record of its various dispensations are 
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one long demonstration of the inability of 
man by his own unaided powers to satisfy 
that law of holiness, without which it is 
declared that no man shall see the Lord. 

It gives no countenance to the opinion 
that evolution will produce an uninterrupted 
advance in man's moral nature, and that the 
progress of education is all that is needed 
to bring about continual improvement in his 
moral and spiritual condition. 

On the contrary, it speaks of the neces- 
sity for a "second birth," a "remission 
of sins" by a mediatorial sacrifice, and of 
eternal life as a "gift of God." All its 
imagery, all its types and symbolism are 
employed to inculcate and expound these 
ideas, to enforce the necessity both for an 
acceptance of these benefits by faith in Christ, 
and of the impossibility of possessing them 
by human merit alone. 

It reveals the Author of all things in the 
threefold character of Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, and it makes known the steps 
by which a vast Divine programme of de- 
velopment is to be carried out, elevating the 
human race, emancipating it from the 
thraldom of sin, and presenting it " faultless 
before the presence of His glory with ex- 
ceeding joy." 

By all these characteristics the unique 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



FROM REVELATION. 73 

literature, which we call the Bible, proclaims 
itself a superhuman work. We cannot define 
precisely (without falling into difficulties) the 
nature of its inspiration, but we feel it to be 
there. 

On the other hand, the evidence that it 
offers to us of its Divine origin is not such 
as to carry conviction forcibly against all 
objections by an appeal merely to the 
intellect ; and to establish it apart from 
the co-operation of the will and spiritual 
faculties of man. It has in this respect 
an analogy with Nature and with human 
nature. The processes of Nature, when 
viewed in some aspects, seem so mechanical 
and so entirely due to the operation of 
purely physical forces that many declare 
with Laplace that there is no need for the 
hypothesis of a God. The human body is 
in many respects so much a mere machine 
that some find it hard to discover anything 
but machinery in it If, however, we step 
back and take a large view of the facts, it 
is as reasonable to suppose that the letters 
of the alphabet shaken together in a bag 
could spontaneously make a play of Shake- 
speare, as to assume that this wondrous 
universe, instinct with intelligence and life, 
is the product of forces or energies destitute 
of all connection with mind. 
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In like manner, a study of these inspired 
pages in a receptive spirit has never failed to 
bring conviction that it is in truth the Word 
of God. That Word, however, is conveyed 
through human channels and by imperfect 
means. The Bible is not a system of dogmatic 
theology, verbally inspired, and once for all 
defined in unalterable form. It is a revelation, 
progressive, vital, and life-giving, wide in its 
reach as the needs of human nature, and lofty 
in its conceptions as the thoughts of God. 

Only when viewed from this standpoint 
do the facts of its production and the truths 
it conveys fall into their proper position and 
perspective. 

At the point where the dim suggestions in 
Nature and the vague instincts in the human 
soul cease to afford a guiding light, it brings 
to us the light of revelation, reveals to us 
the history of the past, the meaning of the 
present, and illuminates the future with 
transcendent hope. 

Briefly, then, let us summarize the con- 
clusions at which we have arrived. They 
are drawn from a broad consideration of the 
facts of Nature, the instincts of the human 
mind, and the primary characteristics of the 
incomparable literature of a race marked out 
specially by the development of its religious 
instincts and ideas. 
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From the first we have drawn a conclusion 
not easy to invalidate, that there is an intel- 
ligence behind the phenomena of Nature 
which has guided its evolution and is ex- 
hibited in its effects. From the second that 
there is a will or power, not ourselves, which 
makes for righteousness, manifested particu- 
ticularly in the conscience of man, expressing 
by its guidance the Will of a Holy Personality, 
supreme over, and independent of, human 
wills and desires. 

These conclusions alone, however, shed 
but a dim and doubtful light upon the destiny 
of the human race and the meaning of its 
most passionate desires. Their vague indica- 
tions are, nevertheless, changed into clear 
illumination when examined in the light of 
the Divine revelation made to us in the 
unique and homogeneous literature which 
has come down to us from Hebrew and 
Jewish sources. 

Here we are presented with phenomena, 
which, when examined in a receptive and 
yet critical spirit, clearly indicate that a 
supervising power has also been operative 
in their production, which in a subtle and 
mysterious manner has impregnated these 
productions of human genius with a spirit of 
Divine Truth, and made them the vehicle of 
knowledge and instruction absolutely beyond 
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the range of purely human thought or power 
to attain. 

We find the proof of this in the remarkable 
organic unity of these independent writings ; 
in the spirit of authority which dwells within 
them, and in their complete and satisfying 
correspondence with the deepest and highest 
needs of human nature and the strongest 
feelings of the human heart. 

Step by step, not merely by abstract or 
doctrinal statement, but illustrated by human 
biography and history, they make known to 
us the power behind Nature and human 
nature as a Personal Creator, an all-loving 
Redeemer, and a Holy and Life-giving Spirit. 
They explain the origin of man as made in 
the image of God, fallen from that high 
estate, unable in his own power to recover 
it; but provided by Divine Love with an 
opportunity and means for returning to the 
Divine favour, and glorifying and enjoying 
Him for ever in the power of an endless life. 

Their special revelation consists in unfold- 
ing, first, by innumerable anticipatory and 
typical ideas, the means by which this great 
recovery of humanity to the image and ideal 
of God is to be attained, and then making 
known the complete fulfilment of these con- 
ceptions in the incarnation of the Word of 
God, the union of the Divine and human 
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natures in the Person of Jesus Christ our 
Lord 

Just as no explanation of the phenomena 
of Nature is sufficient which does not ulti- 
mately trace them up to the operations of a 
Mind, so no elucidation has yet been given 
able to account for all the facts and doctrines 
in the Bible which does not accord to it the 
position of a revelation from the Creator and 
Sustainer of Nature; Who is there made 
known to us also as the Merciful, Gracious, 
and Holy Redeemer of men. Lastly, no 
theory of human life and origin meets all 
the facts external and internal, concerning 
the contest of good and evil, the mysteries 
of pain, inequality, and death, which does 
not regard it as a period of probation, as a 
time of education, and as a preparation for 
a future state in which account will be taken, 
not so much of achievement as of motive, 
not so much of attainment as of character, 
and when every true service done to our 
fellow-men in disinterested love will be 
reckoned as an act of Divine service and 
as a fulfilment of the ends of our existence 
in the present state. 

THE END. 

rBINTBD BY WILLIAM CLOWBS AMD S0K8, LIMITSDk LONOOK AMD BBCCLBS. 
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